Duquesne University

Duquesne Scholarship Collection
Spritan News

CSSP Newsletter and Spiritan News

5-1-1990

Spiritan News, No. 82
Congregazione dello Spirito Santo

Follow this and additional works at: https://dsc.duq.edu/spiritan-news-en

Repository Citation
Congregazione dello Spirito Santo. (1990). Spiritan News, No. 82. Retrieved from https://dsc.duq.edu/
spiritan-news-en/85

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the CSSP Newsletter and Spiritan News at Duquesne
Scholarship Collection. It has been accepted for inclusion in Spritan News by an authorized administrator of
Duquesne Scholarship Collection.

SPIRITAN
NEWS
CONGREGAZIONE DELLO SPIRITO SANTO -

CLIVO DI CINNA, 195 -

00136 ROMA

Holland's Outdoor Africa Museum
Most of our Provinces have collections of African·art
and artifacts, but the most notable of these is that of the
Province of Holland, which has developed into a State
museum with an open-air extension of typical African
villages, visited by more than 100,000 people each year.

The museum began modestly enough in 1954 at the
house of Berg en Dal, which had been bought by the
Congregation the year before. It was started by Fr. Piet
Bukkems, who had returned from Tanzania, and others
who helped to develop it were Frs. Jan van Horrik, Piet
Verdijk, Gerard Pubben and Jan van Croonenburg, who
was its director from 1967-72.
In 1956 the museum was made a foundation, under a
board of five directors, of whom the president and one
other were to be Spiritans. Its aim was to promote
cultural, scientific and religious interest in Africa, through
exhibitions, publications and scientific studies. In 1958, a
special building for the museum was constructed, near the
community house at Berg en Dal. This made public
access easier, and later that year the construction of an
African village was begun in the adjoining 5-hectare (12acre) park. The museum was further enlarged in 1967 and
1972.
Meanwhile, the number of visitors kept growing. In
1958, there were 29,000; in 1968, 51,000; in 1974, 100,000;
in 1987, 110,000. From 1973, financial aid was obtained
from the Province of Gelderland and from the State. The
park, with its woodland and its African village, however,
was being somewhat neglected, and in 1976-77 a two-year
project of the Horticultural School of Nijmegen did a good

The Ghana village

Prince Claus visits the Dogon village at the official inauguration (extreme right: Fr. Fried de Kinderen, president of the
administrative board).
deal to improve it. In 1984, the Government gave a
million florins for development of the outdoor museum,
and the museum raised half-a-million more from its own
revenue and private donors. In January 1987, the Ministry
of Culture recognized the ethnological value of the
museum and undertook full financial responsibility for it.
Work on the new outdoor museum began in 1985.
The original African village was scrapped, and three
separate types of dwellings were built: in the flat part of
the park, a village with the round huts of the Kusasi in
Ghana; on the water, a couple of houses on piles, typical
of Benin; and on the hilly slope, a village of the Dogon in
Mali. The Kusasi enclosure is a faithful reproduction of
one in Tempane, Ghana, containing the dwellings of an
extended family, and also their animals: cows, goats and
hens. The houses of the lake-dwellers are copies of those
of the Toffmou fisherfolk at Ganvie, in the south of Benin.
The Dogon village, from Mali, includes a council chamber
with a very low ceiling, on the principle that serious
decisions should be taken calmly and seated - if, during
the deliberations, someone jumps to his feet in anger, he
hits his head against the ceiling.
The new outdoor museum was officially inaugurated
on 9 June 1987 by H.R.H. Prince Claus of the Netherlands, in the presence of a large gathering. African music
and dancing for the occasion was provided by the Sourakata Koite and Diambo Kouyabe groups and the Ballet

Congolais. The outdoor museum is open all the year
round, but is fully operative only from Easter to the
autumn. During this period, the animals are all there,
washing is hanging on the lines, dishes and utensils are out
and there is an atmosphere of life.
In the indoor museum there is both a permanent
display, arranged according to themes, and temporary
exhibitions. A whole room is devoted to the Yorubas of
Nigeria. The temporary exhibitions, lasting for several
months, are held in the upstairs rooms. These too are
usually centred on a particular theme: e.g. "Hairstyles" (in
1986), "Building on the ancestors" (1987) and "The strong-

er sex", i.e. women (1988).
The museum provides a valuable service in promoting
understanding of African culture. It offers guided visits to
groups, provides classroom material for schools and organizes special programs for young people, as well as
producing serious scientific studies on various aspects of
African life. The Congregation owns the land, the
buildings and a large part of the permanent collection,
which is lent to the foundation on a permanent basis. The
present president of the administrative board is Fr. Fried
de Kinderen, with Fr. Frans Wijnen as one of the other
four members of the board.

News Items
Fr. Ezeonyia named Bishop of Aba

Bishop Anthony Nwedo

-

-

Bishop Vincent Ezeonyia

On 25 April, the Holy See announced the acceptance
by His Holiness the Pope of the resignation, for reasons
of age, of the Bishop ofUmuahia (Nigeria), the Most Rev.
Anthony NWEDO, C.S.Sp., and the creation of the new
Diocese of Aba, with territory detached from the Diocese
of Umuahia, both of which are suffragan sees of the
Archdiocese of Onitsha. On the same occasion, the Holy
See announced the appointment of Fr. Lucius Iwejuru
UGORJI, a diocesan priest and professor of moral
theology at the Bigard Memorial Seminary, as Bishop of
Umuahia, and of Fr. Vincent EZEONYIA, C.S.Sp., as
Bishop of Aba.
Umuahia Diocese was erected in 1958, and in 1959
Bishop Nwedo was consecrated as its first Bishop. He was
the first Nigerian to be named to head a Diocese, though
there were already three Nigerian Auxiliary Bishops. Born
in 1912, Bishop Nwedo was ordained in 1945 as a diocesan
priest. Two years later he went to Kimmage to attend
University College, Dublin, where he did a degree in
History. In 1950 he entered the Holy Ghost Novitiate in
Kilshane with another future Bishop, Fr. Godfrey Okoye,
and they both made their profession in the Congregation
the following year. As Bishop ofUmuahia, Bishop Nwedo
did a great deal to build up the local clergy, and in 1961
founded a local congregation of Sisters, the Daughters of
Mary, Mother of Mercy, which today numbers some 500
members, working in hospitals, maternity clinics, schools
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and orphanages. A corresponding congregation for men,
the Sons of Mary, Mother of Mercy, today numbers some
50 members, including 9 priests. Schools were also a
priority, and, when the State took over control of the
schools in 1970, the Diocese had 8 teacher training
colleges and 26 secondary schools, as well as many primary
schools.
In 1981, the northern part of the Diocese was taken
away to form the Diocese of Okigwe, and now the
southern part becomes the Diocese of Aba. Umuahia will
remain with a population of about a million, with Catholics
numbering about 120,000, while Aba, with a population
also of a million, has 200,000 Catholics.
Bishop Vincent Ezeonyia was born in 1941 in the
Archdiocese of Onitsha. He entered the Spiritan juniorate
at Ihiala in 1955, made his profession in 1962 and was
ordained in 1968. His early pastoral work was during the
difficult period of the civil war, and in 1971 he went
abroad to study Latin and Greek, earning a BA. at
Maynooth, Ireland, and an MA. at Fordham University,
U.SA. On his return to Nigeria he was named chaplain
at Nsukka University and national chaplain for Catholic
university students, and on 1 March 1980 he was appointed
Provincial of Nigeria. His term as Provincial was short, as
in July that year the General Chapter elected him to the
General Council, on which he served for six years in
Rome. Since then, he has taught at the Spiritan houses of
theology and philosophy in Nigeria, and in February this
year he was sent, along with Fr. Francis Akwue, to
minister to Haitian immigrants in Florida. Here too his
term was short, but we wish him, and Bishop Ugorji, long
and fruitful terms of office in their succession to Bishop
Nwedo.

Fr. Zimmermann named Vatican Consultor
On 19 April, L'Osservatore Romano published the
appointment of Fr. Raymond ZIMMERMANN as one of
the Consultors of the Pontifical Council for Inter-Religious
Dialogue. The Council, previously known as the Secretariat for Non-Christians, is headed by Cardinal Francis
Arinze, formerly Archbishop of Onitsha, Nigeria. Fr.
Zimmermann, 47, of the Province of France, has been
working in Mauritius since 1979, and from his parish at
Pont-Praslin, has been much involved in contacts and

dialogue with the Hindu population. In 1982-83 he spent
a year at Benares in India, studying the Hindi language
and Hinduism.

(25 Nov.-1 Feb. 1991).

Decisions of the General Council

Generalate FAX

The General Council
- on 11 April, confirmed the election of Fr. Fernando
COTE as District Superior of Kware-Benue for a third
three-year term, beginning on 10 April 1990;
- on 25 April, confirmed the election of Fr. Patrick J.
LEONARD (Jnr.) as District Superior of Kenya for a
second three-year term, beginning on 25 April 1990;
- on 4 May, confirmed the election of Fr. Joseph HERZSTEIN as District Superior of Kilimanjaro for a third
three-year term, beginning on 4 May 1990;
- on 11 May, prolonged the mandate of Fr. Victor
CABEZAS YANEZ as Provincial of Spain until a new
consultation has been held in the Province;
- on 23 May, appointed Fr. Maurice FRECHARD,
Rector of the French Seminary in Rome, as Postulator of
the Causes of Frs. Francis Libermann, Jacques Laval and
Daniel Brattier;
- on 23 May, made the following First Appointments
from the Province of Ireland: (Br.) Dermot KIRBY to the
Gamu Gofa Group in Ethiopia, Anthony MULLEN to
Angola, and Mark WHELAN to the West African
Foundation.

Visits
The following are the visits planned by the General
Council for the rest of the year:
Fr. Haas: Belgium (20-24 June); England (24 June-1
July); Poland (3-13 July); Kenya (6-14 Aug.); Spain (1519 Nov.); Gambia (28 Nov.-3 Dec.); Sierra Leone (3-11
Dec.); Ghana and WAF (12-19 Dec.).
Fr. Doyle: Sierra Leone (16 Nov.-20 Dec.).
Fr. Okoye: Ghana and WAF (10-31 Dec.).
Fr. Gon1;alves: Angola (15 June-17 July); Portugal
Chapter (17-31 July); Brazil Chapter (3-15 Sept.); Spain
(11-19 Nov.); Gambia (20-30 Nov.).
Fr. Wiehe: England (10-30 June); Brazzaville (PanAfrican Spiritan Meeting, 2-7 July); Gabon (15 Dec.-12
Feb. 1991).
Fr. Nicolas: Poland (16 June-13 July); Portugal
(Chapter Retreat, 14-20 July); Spain (11-19 Nov.).
Fr. Marzinkowski: Belgium (10-26 June); Cameroon

Fr. De Boer: Belgium (10-23 June).

Since 4 May, the Generalate has a FAX machine with
a dedicated telephone line. The number is (39.6) 345.0676.
This should make communications between the circumscriptions and the Generalate a good deal easier. It is
part of the computerization of the Generalate, for which
we once again thank Fr. David Cottingham of USA/East,
who has come from Duquesne University, Pittsburgh, for
a month to check on the equipment he installed in the
spring and autumn of last year, and on progress in its use.
Communities with FAX numbers are asked to communicate them to the Generalate, if they have not already done
so. Fr. Cottingham's own FAX number at Duquesne is
(412) 434.6170.
(On the subject of communications, the Provincial of
England has asked us to mention that the telephone prefix
for outer London is now 081 instead of 01. The telephone
number of the Provincialate is therefore: 081-467.3555.
For international calls, the prefix would be 4481. The
same prefixes apply to the houses at Hendon and New
Barnet.)

Nigerian Sisters founded by Spiritans
On 10 January this year, 13 pioneer Sisters of the new
Congregation of Jesus the Saviour made their first
profession in the parish church of Elele, in the Diocese of
Port Harcourt. The Congregation was founded by a
Nigerian Spiritan, Fr. Emmanuel Edeh, who is well known
throughout the country as director of the Catholic Prayer
Ministry of the Holy Spirit at Elele, where pilgrimages of
up to 50,000 people gather at the beginning of each month
for devotions centred especially on the First Saturday.
Numerous cures have been reported during these pilgrimages.
About 1,500 people attended the Sisters' profession,
at a Mass concelebrated by five Bishops and 80 priests.
Bishop Edmund Fitzgibbon of Port-Harcourt presided,
assisted by the Spiritan Provincial, Fr. Alexander Ekechukwu, and Fr. Edeh. Among those present were the Mothers General of two other Spiritan foundations of Sisters:
the Immaculate Heart Sisters and the Daughters of Divine
Love.
The Immaculate Heart Sisters, founded at Ihiala in
1937 by Archbishop Charles Heerey of Onitsha, are the
largest Congregation of Sisters in Nigeria. Today they
number nearly 700, and are engaged in medical, educational and pastoral work. In 1961, Bishop Anthony Nwedo
of Umuahia founded the Daughters of Mary, Mother of
Mercy, numbering about 500 today, and in 1969 the late
Bishop Godfrey Okoye founded the Daughters of Divine
Love, numbering about 300. These three Congregations
all have missions in several African countries, and a few
works have been undertaken even in Europe (Italy,
Austria and Germany). In 1969, Bishop Donal Murray
founded the Nativity Sisters in Makurdi, and a more recent
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foundation is the Sisters of the Holy Family, founded in
Owerri by Fr. Denis Ononuju in 1982.
There are also many Nigerian members of two
Congregations associated with Bishop Joseph Shanahan:
the Holy Rosary Sisters, founded by him in Ireland in
1924, and the Medical Missionaries of Mary, founded by
Mother Mary Martin in 1937 with his encouragement.
Nigerian Holy Rosary Sisters are working as missionaries
in five other countries, and a Nigerian Sister is on their
General Council in Ireland. The Spiritan Sisters, founded
in France and working in Kwara-Benue, also have some
Nigerian members.

Germany: Shelter for Drug Addicts
. Since 2 February this year, the German Province has
been running a shelter for drug addicts at its Provincialate
on Victoriastrasse in Cologne. The shelter is called a
"Notel", from the German word "Not", meaning "need".
There were 82 drug addicts who overnighted at the Notel
in February, and 191 in March, with the number continuing to rise. They have been mainly young people who live
on the streets, with nowhere to go, and they are glad to
find shelter for a few nights, and to be able to have a
shower, wash their clothes, read the newspapers and have
a full meal. Some of them have been under treatment for
addiction but broken it off, and others have come out of
prison. Many of them are happy to have discussions with
the Spiritans and lay volunteers who help to run the
shelter. Working full time on it are Brother Willi Pfeil
and a lay associate, Miss Barbel Ackerschott, while other
lay volunteers take it in turns. The Provincialate is in the
centre of Cologne, near the cathedral and railway station,
and a large part of the ground floor is being used for the
Notel: three bedrooms, with three beds each, two bathrooms, a sitting room, a small kitchen, an oratory and two
offices.

Jubilarians
70 Years of Profession:
Z7 Oct.

: Bishop Fran~is CLERET DE IANGAVANf
(France).

65 Years of Profession:
08 Sept.
14 Sept.

Frs. George BOWE (Mauritius), Gerardus KEMPS
(Holland) and Alexis RIAUD (France).
Fr. John A. SIRMISKA (USA/W).

60 Years of Profession:
03 Sept.

08 Sept.

: Bishop Michael MOLONEY (Ireland), Frs. Michael
CLIFFORD, Michael GILMORE, Bernard KELLY,
Patrick NOIAN, Timothy O'DRISCOLL, Christopher
O'NEILL (Ireland), William DOOLIN (San Francisco),
Patrick FULLEN (Kenya), and Br. Philip LYNCH (Ireland).
Bishop Andre LOUCHEUR (France),Frs. Albert CLAER,
Henri GEISS, Jean-Marie GUILLAMEf, Gerard LECAT,
Joseph MAHE, Jean-Baptiste SCHMITT, Frani.ois
VALERY-RADOT (France), Pierre ALLAIN (Martinique), Felix DECHAMBRE, Frans PROOSI", Joseph

09 Sept.
18 Sept.
24 Sept.
09 Oct.
29 Oct.
30 Oct.

WINAND (Belgium), Ronald GANDY, Wilfrid GANDY
(England), and Alexandre N'DIAYE (Senegal).
Brs. Guerin LAURENT, Barnabe MORVAN, Tarcisius
MOYSAN, Bernard TROUILLEf (France) and Rolland
JANfZEN (Martinique).
Frs. Johannes DE BOER, Josephus PO ELL and Antonius
VERSIEGEN (Holland).
Fr. James BRETT (Ireland).
Fr. Heinrich RATH (Germany).
Frs. Adam DENU (France) and Francis MAO (Martinique).
Fr. Louis GUEGUEN (France).

60 Years _of Priesthood:
05 Oct.
12 Oct.

: Fr. Emile DEHON (France).
: Fr. Joseph GUILBAUD (France).

50 Years of Profession:
02 Oct.

: Br. Stanislaus van ROOU (Holland).

50 Years of Priesthood:
20 Oct.
11 Nov.

Fr. Felix BELEC (Martinique).
: Frs. John P. GALLAGHER, Stanislaus J. GRONDZIOWSKI and Henry G. McANULTY (USA/E).

35 Years a Bishop:
20 Nov.

: Archbishop Gerard de MILLEVILLE (France).

Our Dead
22 Mar.
31 Mar.
01 Apr.
02 Apr.
11 Apr.
26 Apr.
26 Apr.
30 Apr.
05 May
09 May
09 May
14 May
22 May
24 May
27May
28 May

Fr. Richard JOYCE (Trans-Canada), 77.
Br. Bernard LAMBAL (Senegal), 63.
Fr. Frani,ois CLAESEN (Belgium), 86.
Fr. Charles JAFFRE (France), 79.
Br. Jose DOMINGUES (Portugal), 70.
Fr. Calm MURRAY (Ireland), 57.
Fr. Emile MORGEN (France), 77.
Fr. Sean BARRY (Ireland), 82.
Fr. Joseph D'HONT (Za"ire), 49.
Fr. Pierre GEORGE (France), 80.
Fr. Jean LEfERRIER (France), 77.
Fr. Charles FLYNN (Ireland), 80.
Fr. Jean-Baptiste COUDRAY, former Prefect Apostolic
of Kankan, Guinea (Yaounde), 76.
Fr. Joseph NASS (France), 87.
Fr. Thomas H. CONNER (USA/E), 73.
Fr. Roger GARNEAU (Guadeloupe), 76.

This issue of Spiritan News
Readers will notice that "Spiritan News" has changed a
bit in appearance. The reason for this is that until now it has
been typeset professionally by our printers, the Tipografia San
Pio X - originally from manuscripts and more recently from
diskettes supplied by us. With this issue we have done the
typesetting ourselves and printed the master copies on the
Generalate:'s laser printer. These have then been photographed and printed by the Tipografia San Pio X. The result
is less professional than before, but the cost is less. We are
grateful to our printers for the consistently high standard of
their work, and also to Fr. David Cottingham, of USA E.ast,
for setting us up with the technology for desktop publishing.
One problem remains to be solved: we have had to set this
up mainly in 10-point type, as we have not yet been able to
get 9-point - which means that we have not got in as much
news as usual. This paragraph is in 8-point, which is Jess easy
to read.

Published by Fr. Roland Quesnel, C.S.Sp. Information Setvice, 195 Clivo di Cinna, 00136 ROME, Italy.
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